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Abstract

Educators often think of teaching and learning as a triad that 
includes planning, instruction, and assessment. Some 
research, however, shows that teachers have an incomplete 
understanding of assessment. Simultaneously, the number of 
teacher education students enrolled in online coursework is 
increasing. And yet, it is uncertain whether learning 
assessment online is equivalent to learning on-campus. This 
study shows results of teacher education students learning 
assessment in an online course. Features of the course that 
appeared to contribute to student learning are examined.

2



Why teach classroom assessment online?

1 Planning, instruction, assessment

2 Preservice and veteran teachers struggle with assessment

3 Research opportunity: Assessment Literacy Inventory + 
Online
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Research opportunity: Assessment Literacy 
Inventory + Online

30% of students in higher ed are taking at least one 
distance course 

2012 to 2015: those taking online only  0.5% and 0.4% 
each year

4



5



6



7



Research opportunity: Assessment Literacy 
Inventory + Online

Assessment Literacy Inventory (AIL) has been used in 
several studies as a measure to determine the 
effectiveness of courses and workshops designed to 
instruct preservice and practicing teachers in assessment.
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10 Weeks
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Preassessment-Postassessment

Module 1 Module 2 Module 10
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Standards for Teacher Competence in 
Educational Assessment of Students (1-3)
1. choosing assessment methods appropriate for instructional 

decisions

2. developing assessment methods appropriate for instructional 
decisions

3. administering, scoring and interpreting results of various 
assessments

22



Standards for Teacher Competence in 
Educational Assessment of Students (4-7)
4. making decisions based on assessment results

5. developing valid grading procedures

6. communicating assessment results to stakeholders

7. recognizing inappropriate assessment methods and uses of 
assessment information
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Assessment Literacy Inventory

Assessment Literacy Inventory (AIL)
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1. choosing assessment methods appropriate for 
instructional decisions

2. developing assessment methods appropriate for 
instructional decisions

3. administering, scoring and interpreting results of 
various assessments

4. making decisions based on assessment results

5. developing valid grading procedures

6. communicating assessment results to 
stakeholders

7. recognizing inappropriate assessment methods 
and uses of assessment information
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Typical Online Course Features

Distribution of content through Canvas

Weekly readings and lectures

Weekly practice such as group discussion

Ongoing assignment feedback from the instructor,

Three major assignments
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Discussion Strategies

Elaborating and clarifying arguments with evidence or detail

Making connections to other arguments or resources

Building-upon and furthering the perspectives of others
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Discussion Strategies - Example

Students analyzed how they would implement items from a checklist
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Discussion Strategies - Example

Students analyzed how they would implement items from a checklist
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Results
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